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To Mr. 7 O W UW. 


omegets 2 OU obliged the world fome time ago with 
WHEE Ze7y? a few teflections on the Gentlemen of the 
Army: at the prefent juncture, a word or 
f~2 two on our Sea-Officers would not be un- 
feafonable. Ido not mean that you fhould 





prefume to direé&t them how to behave in their feveral 
ftations, but rather to remark on their conduct and conver- 
fation in private life, as far as they are influenced by their 
maritime characters. -There is a certain unfafhionable dye, 
which their manners often take from the falt-water, that 
tinétures their whole behaviour. on fhore. If you could 
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affift in blotting out thefe ftains, and give a new colour. to 
their conduct, you would add grace and politenefs to their 
ordinary converfation, and would be of as much fervice to 
our naval commanders in this point, as he was to navigation 
in general, who firft invented the compafs. 


As the converfation of thofe fair-weather foplings, many 
of whom may be met with in the three regiments of guards, 
is ufually flat and infipid, that of our fea-officers is turbulent 
and boifterous: and as a trip to Paris has perhaps over- 
refined the coxcomb in red, a voyage round the world fre- 
quently brutalizes the feaman, who comes home fo rough 
and unpolifhed, that one would imagine he had not vifited 
any nation in the world except the Savages, the Chinefe, or 
the Hottentots. The many advantages he has received from 
having feen the-cuftoms- and-manners of fo many different 
people, it is natural to fuppofe, would render his conver- 
fation very defirable, as being in itfelf particularly inftructive 
and entertaining: but this roughnefs, which clings to the 
feaman’s behaviour like tar to his trowfers, makes him un- 
fit for all civil and polite fociety, He behaves at an affembly 
as if he was upon deck; and his whole deportment mani- 
feftly betrays, that he is, according to the common phrafe, 
quite out of his element. Nor can you collect any more 
from him concerning the feveral nations he has vifited, than 
if he had been during the whole time confined to his cabin : 
and he feems to know as little of them, as the fine gentleman 
of his travels.after the polite tour, when he has, for the fake 
of improvement, rid poft through all Europe. 


Tuat our ordinary feamen, who are, many of them 
draughted from the very loweft of the populace, fhould 
be thus uncivilized, is no wonder. The common failor’s 
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education in Bread St. Giles’s, Tottenbam Court, or at Hock» 
dey in the Hole, has not qualified him to improve by juft 
reflections on what he fees during his voyage ; and going 
on board a man of war is a kind of univerfity education, 
fuitably adapted to the principles imbibed in the polite femi+ 
naries, which he came from. A common failor too is full 
as polite asa common foldier ; and behaves as genteely to 
a Wapping \andlady as the gentleman foldier at a futtling- 
houfe. But furely there ought to be as much difference in 
the behaviour of the commander and his ctew, as there is 
in their fituation: and it is beneath the dignity of the Briti/b 
Flag to have an Admiral behave as rudely as a Swabber, 
or a Commodore as foul-mouthed as a Boatfwain. 


Ir may perhaps be alledged in excufe, that the being 
placed among fuch a boifterous fet of people, as our com- 
mon failors, muft unavoidably wear off all politenefs and 
good-manners: as it is remarkable, that all thofe who are 
employed in the care of horfes, grow as mere brutes as the 
animals they attend; and as we may often obferve thofe 
juftices, whofe chief bufinefs is the examination of high- 
waymen, houfe-breakers, and ftreet-walkers, grow at leaft 
as vulgar and foul-mouthed as a pick-pocket. As there 
may be fome truth in this, the commander fhould therefore 
be ftill more on his guard to preferve the gentleman in his 
behaviour, and like the fea itfelf, when the ftorm is over, 
grow {mooth and calm. It is accounted a piece of humour 
on the Thames to abufe the other pafiengers on the water ; 
and there are certain fet terms of abufe, which fly to and 
fro from one boat to another on this occafion. A wag 
might perhaps amufe himfelf with this water-language in 
his voyage to Vaux-Hal/, but muft be a very filly fellow 
indeed, to think of carrying the joke on fhore with him, In 
the 
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the fame manner fome roughnefs may perhaps be neceffary 
to keep the crew in order ; but it is abfurd for an officer to 
retain his harfhnefs in polite company: and is in a manner 
tying his friends up to the yard-arm, and difciplining all 


his acquaintance with the cat-of-nine-tails, 


Burt the worft part of this maritime character is a certain 
invincible contempt, which they often contract for all man- 
kind, except their fellow-feamen. They look on the reft 
of the world asa fet of frefh-water wretches, who could be 
of no fervice in a ftorm or an engagement; and from an 
ynaccountable obftinacy are particularly deaf to any propofals 
of new improvements in navigation: though experience 
daily teaches them the great ufe of the difcoveries already 
made, and how much room there is for more. They have 
no notion, how ftudious men can fit in their clofets, and 
devife charts and inftruments to direct them in their courfe ; 
and defpife thofe ingenious perfons, who would affift them 
in their undertakings ; while they confider them with the 
utmoft contempt, as going round the world in their clofets, 
and failing at fea in their elbow-chairs, It is no lefs fhameful 
than true, that the Ventilator, one of the moft beneficial 
inventions that ever was devifed, was firft offered to the 
fervice of our men of war, and rejected. It was firft ufed 
in foreign fhips, then by our merchantmen, and laft of alt 
among our men of war, to whofe ufe it was firft recom- 
mended. This is a ftrong proof of that fatal obftinacy, 
which our Sea~-Commanders are too apt to contract; and as 
a furcher inftance of it, I have been told of an Admiral’s 
indignation on this fubject, venting itfelf in the following 
manner. “ A pack of blockheads, (faid he,) fit poring, 
** and pretend to make improvements for our ufe. They 
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“ tell you that they difcover this, and difcover that; but 
For inftance now, 





« I tell you they are all fools. 
«* they fay the world is round; every one of then fays the 
* word is round ;— but I have been all round the world, 
** and it is as flat as this table.’ 


Tue chief reafon of their unpolifhed behaviour is owing 
to their being often fent to fea very young with little or 
no education, beyond what they have received perhaps at 
the academy of Woolwich or Portfmouth. A lad of good 
family, but untoward parts, or mifchievous difpofition, who 
has been flogged for a while at the grammar-fchool, or 
{nubbed by his parents and friends at home, is frequently 
clapped on board a fhip in order to tame him, and to teach 
him better manners, Here perhaps he at firft meffes with 
the loweft of the feamen: and all that the young gentle- 
man can learn from his jolly mefmates in the courfe of 
two or three voyages, is to drink flip, fing a bawdy catch, 
and dance an horn-pipe. Thefe genteel accomplifhments 
he is fure to retain, as he grows old in the fervice ; and if 
he has the good fortune to rife to a command, he is as furly 
and brutal when advanced to the cabin, as when he was 
tugging before the matt. 


ArTeRr all it is but juftice to confefs, that there are many 
among our Sea-Officers, who defervedly bear the character of 
gentlemen and fcholars; and it is eafy to perceive, with how 
much better grace they appear in the world than the reft of 
their brethren, who (when laid up and taken out of fervice) 
are as mere logs as the main-maft. An officer, who has any 
relith for reading, will employ the many vacant hours (in 
which he is relieved from duty) much more to his improve- 
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ment and fatisfaction, than in fauntering between the decks, 
or muddling over a bowl! of punch. I would therefore feri« 
oufly recommend it to thofe young failors, who have the hap- 
pinefs to launch forth with a genteel and liberal education, 
not to fuffer every trace of it to be wafhed away, like words 
"written on the fands ; but that, when they return from fea, 

_they may be fit to be admitted at St. ‘fames’s, as well as at 
Wapping or Rotherhithe. 


Berore I conclude, I muft beg leave to fay a word or two 
concerning our Sea-Chaplains. The common failors are 
known to have, when on board, a very ferious regard for 
religion; and their decent behaviour at prayers, and fedate 
attention to the fermon upon quarter-deck, might fhame a 
more polite audience at St. fames’s Church. For this rea- 
fon a truly religious Chaplain of good morals and fober con- 
verfation will neceffarily have as much influence on their be- 
haviour, as a mild and prudent Commander: Nor can a 
clergyman be too circumfpect in this point; fince, if he 
does not act in every refpect conformable to his function, his 
place for ought I know might be as well fupplied by any 
one of the unbeneficed Doétors of the Fleet. In a word, if 
a Chaplain will fo far diveft himfelf of his facred character, 
as to drink, fwear, and behave in every refpect like a com- 
ion failor, he fhould be obliged to work in the gang-way 
all the reft of the week, and on fundays be invefted with a 
jacket and trowfers inftead of his canonicals, 


Iam, fir, your humble fervant, 
T. Fore-Castte, 














